Photodynamic laser therapy of basal-cell carcinoma of the lid.
Photodynamic therapy (PDT) remains an experimental approach for the treatment of small, mainly superficial malignant tumors. When given intravenously, hematoporphyrin derivative (HpD) selectively photosensitizes tumor tissue. Activated by light of 630 nm wave-length, HpD leads to tumor necrosis. This paper presents the results of PDT to eyelid basal-cell carcinomas in 21 patients. All lesions primarily responded to the treatment and became necrotic. A generalized photosensitization lasting for more than 4 weeks was seen in all patients. In five patients, lid malformations due to scar formation were noted, being marked in three cases. Ten patients showed a recurrence of tumor after 3-12 months. At present, PDT has no advantage over well-established therapies for basal-cell carcinomas of the eyelid.